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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5195

Passed Legi slature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Rolfes, HII,
Tom Bail ey, and Fai n)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to allowing nonprofit institutions recognized by
the state of Washington to be eligible to participate in the state need
grant program anendi ng RCW 28B. 92. 030, 28B. 105. 020, 28B.133.010, and
28B. 133. 050; creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Western Governors
Uni ver si ty- Washi ngt on, recogni zed by the state of Washi ngton under RCW
28B. 77. 240, serves a student population that is nontraditional and
geographically diverse. Enrollnment in Western Governors University-
Washi ngton has grown steadily since 2011 reaching over four thousand
three hundred students. These students represent an average age of
thirty-seven, sixty-nine percent of whomare cl assified as underserved,
including lowincome, ethnic mnority, rural, and first-generation
st udent s.

The legislature also finds that tuition at Wstern Governors
Uni ver si ty-Washi ngton has remained static since 2008 at five thousand
seven hundred ei ghty dollars per year.

Further, the legislature finds that the population served by
Western Governors University-Washington deserves to have access to
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af fordabl e postsecondary education, including baccal aureate degree-
granting institutions. Therefore, the legislature intends to provide
access to the state need grant programfor eligible students attending
West ern Governors Uni versity-Wshi ngton

The legislature also intends that Wstern Governors University-
Washi ngton conply with all reporting requirenments established by the
student achievenent council for state need grant participation,
i ncluding financial information about students, enroll nment, graduation
and placenent rates, and the institution's standing wth its
accrediting agency, the Northwest Commssion on Colleges and
Universities, and the United States departnent of education.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.92.030 and 2012 c 229 s 557 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Council" nmeans the student achi evenent council.

(2) "Disadvantaged student" neans a posthi gh school student who by
reason of adverse cultural, educational, environnmental, experiential,
famlial or other circunstances is unable to qualify for enroll nent as
a full-tinme student in an institution of higher education, who would
otherwise qualify as a needy student, and who is attending an
institution of higher education under an established program desi gned
to qualify the student for enrollnment as a full-tine student.

(3) "Financial aid" neans loans and/or grants to needy students
enrolled or accepted for enrollnment as a student at institutions of
hi gher educati on.

(4) "Institution” or "institutions of higher education" neans:

(a) Any public university, college, conmunity coll ege, or technical
college operated by the state of Washington or any political
subdi vi si on thereof; or

(b) Any other wuniversity, college, school, or institute in the
state of Washington offering instruction beyond the high school |evel
((whieh)) that is a nenber institution of an accrediting association
recogni zed by rule of the council for the purposes of this section((+
PROVW-DED—That)) and that agrees to and conplies with program rules
adopted pursuant to RCW28B. 92. 150. However, any institution, branch,
extension or facility operating within the state of Wshington

SSB 5195. SL p. 2
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((whieh)) that is affiliated wwth an institution operating in another
state nust be:

(1) A separately accredited nenber institution of any such
accrediting association((—e+)) .

(ii) A branch of a nenber institution of an accrediting association
recogni zed by rule of the council for purposes of this section, that is
eligible for federal student financial aid assistance and has operated
as a nonprofit college or wuniversity delivering on-site classroom
instruction for a mninumof twenty consecutive years wwthin the state
of Washi ngton, and has an annual enrollment of at |east seven hundred
full -time equival ent students((+—PROAWBEBFURFHER—Fhat—ro—+hstitution
of—hi-gher—eduecatton—shall-—be—eltgible—to—participate—in—a—student
H-ranctal—at-d—program-unless—+t—agrees—to—and—conpb-es—with—program

uHes and re i S uan o RCW 28B. 92.150)); or

(1ii1) Anonprofit institution recognized by the state of WAshi ngton
as provided in RCW 28B. 77. 240

(5 "Needy student” nmeans a posthigh school student of an
institution of higher education who denonstrates to the office the

financial inability, either through the student's parents, famly
and/ or personally, to nmeet the total cost of board, room books, and
tuition and incidental fees for any senester or quarter. " Needy

student” also neans an opportunity internship graduate as defined by
RCW 28C. 18.162 who enrolls in a postsecondary program of study as
defined in RCW28C. 18. 162 within one year of high school graduation.

(6) "Ofice" nmeans the office of student financial assistance.

(7) "Placebound student" neans a student who (a) is unable to
conpl ete a col | ege program because of famly or enploynent conmm tnents,
heal th concerns, nonetary inability, or other simlar factors; and (b)
may be influenced by the recei pt of an enhanced student financial aid
award to conplete a baccal aureate degree at an eligible institution.

Sec. 3. RCW28B.105.020 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 11 s 183 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "GET units" neans tuition units under the advanced college
tuition paynment programin chapter 28B. 95 RCW

p. 3 SSB 5195. SL
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(2) "Institution of higher education" has the sanme neaning as in
RCW 28B. 92.030(4) (a) and (b) (i) and (ii).

(3) "Ofice" neans the office of student financial assistance.

(4) "Programadm nistrator” nmeans the private nonprofit corporation
that is registered under Title 24 RCW and qualified as a tax-exenpt
entity under section 501(c)(3) of the federal internal revenue code,
that wll serve as the private partner in the public-private
partnershi p under this chapter.

(5) "Qualified progran or "qualified major"” neans a mathematics,
science, or related degree programor major |line of study offered by an
institution of higher education that is included on the Ilist of
prograns or mgpjors selected by the ((beard)) office and the program
adm ni strator under RCW28B. 105. 100.

Sec. 4. RCW28B. 133.010 and 2004 c 275 s 72 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The educational assistance grant program for students wth
dependents is hereby created, subject to the availability of receipts
of gifts, grants, or endowrents from private sources. The programis
created to serve financially needy students w th dependents eighteen
years of age or younger, by assisting them directly through a grant
program to pursue a degree or certificate at public or private
institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.92.030(4) (a)
and (b) (i) and (ii), that participate in the state need grant program

Sec. 5. RCW28B.133.050 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 11 s 238 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The educational assistance grant program for students wth
dependents grants may be used by eligible participants to attend any
public or private college or university in the state of WAashington as
defined in RCW 28B.92.030(4) (a)_and_(b) (i) _ and_ (ii). Each
participating student nmay receive an anpbunt to be determ ned by the
office of student financial assistance, with a m ni nrum anount of one
t housand dollars per academc year, not to exceed the student's
docunented financial need for the course of study as determ ned by the
institution.

Educati onal assistance grants for students with dependents are not
i ntended to supplant any grant scholarship or tax programrelated to

SSB 5195. SL p. 4
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post secondary education. |If the office of student financial assistance
finds that the educational assistance grants for students wth
dependent s supplant or reduce any grant, scholarship, or tax program
for categories of students, then the office shall adjust the financial
eligibility criteria or the anount of the grant to the | evel necessary
to avoi d suppl anti ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act takes effect August 1, 2013.

Passed by the Senate March 13, 2013.

Passed by the House April 16, 2013.

Approved by the Governor My 15, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 16, 2013.
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